
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5221

As Passed Senate, March 8, 2005

Title:  An act relating to the joint committee on veterans' and military affairs.

Brief Description:  Making the joint committee on veterans' and military affairs permanent.

Sponsors:  Senators Schmidt, Rasmussen, Brandland, Sheldon, Benson, Shin, Spanel, Kastama,
Haugen, Schoesler, Fraser, Morton, Roach, Hewitt, Rockefeller, Franklin, McAuliffe, Kohl-
Welles, Mulliken, Benton and Oke.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections:  1/25/05 [DP].
Passed Senate:  3/8/05, 49-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Kastama, Chair; Berkey, Vice Chair; Benton, Haugen, Kline,

McCaslin, Mulliken and Pridemore.

Staff:  Cindy Fazio (786-7405)

Background: The joint committee was created in 2001 and given the following powers and
duties: (1)   To study veterans' issues, active military forces issues, and national guard and
reserve component issues, and make recommendations to the legislature; and (2) to study
structure and administration of the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Military
Department, and make recommendations to the legislature.

The law will expire December 31, 2005.

Summary of Bill:  The joint committee is permanent.  The joint committee must establish an
executive committee.  The executive committee is comprised of two members of the Senate
and two members of the House of Representatives.  The executive committee must appoint
one senator and one representative, from different political parties, as co-chairs.  The co-
chairs'  terms of office will run from the close of the session in which they are appointed until
the close of the next regular session in an odd-numbered year.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: None.
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Testimony Against: None.

Who Testified: None.
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